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***x* Excerpt from Diseases and Pests of Cultivated Plants, Vol. 6: Sprays and Spraying The slime-moulds differ from typical fungi chiefly in the body
not being formed of hyphae, but, until spore-formation, of a mass of naked protoplasm or living matter, without any containing membrane. As
disease-producers they are comparatively unimportant, powdery scab of potatoes and club-root or finger-and-toe of cruciferous plants being the
chief diseases due to them. Fungi reproduce by means of minute bodies termed spores, which are, in a sense, comparable to the seeds of higher
plants. These spores vary greatly in shape, size, and the manner in which they are produced. They may be spherical, oblong, or thread-like; borne
exposed at the tips of special hyphae, or enclosed in sacs (sporangia). Often very special fungus-structures are produced solely with the object of
forming and distributing these spores. What we commonly term a mushroom, for instance, is nothing more than a fructification or reproductive
structure, the mycelium or feeding portion of the plant being in the soil - the so-called spawn. Although spores vary much in size, they are all very
minute and easily carried by the wind, rain, insects, etc. Some of the smaller may be little more than 1/25,000 inch in diameter, whilst a very large
one might be a hundred times as long by ten times as broad. Often a fungus produces two or more different kinds of spores. The fungus causing
apple-scab produces one kind throughout the growing season on the living plant. On the dead leaves, during the winter, a totally different kind
develops, to be scattered in the spring. Hence the necessity for knowing the full life-history of the...
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